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April 7: In a two-part series published by the Los Angeles Times, US scholars and government
officials concluded that the sudden fall of the Castro regime in Cuba would trigger massive
immigration, representing a "real-life nightmare" for Washington. This potential influx could
overwhelm the legal, social services, immigration and anti- drug systems in the state of Florida
and elsewhere. Cuba experts cited by the Times estimated that without the US embargo, Havana
could receive US$500 million in foreign aid and approximately US$2 billion more in loans. By
selling 60% of the stock in state-owned companies, the government could earn an additional US
$15 billion in 15 months, in addition to exploiting the tourism and nickel-mining industries. At
present, the Cuban government's foreign debt is estimated at about US$30 billion, and central bank
reserves at only US$100 million. Eight Miami- and New York-based Cuban exile organizations
called on the US Congress to reject a bill that would strengthen the trade embargo against Cuba.
(See 02/12/92, 04/07/92, and 04/21/92 issues of LADB's Chronicle of Latin American Economic Affairs
for coverage of attempts to toughen US embargo.) Members of the Congress received petitions
signed by over 30,000 Cuban-American citizens and Cuban residents of the US who support an
end to the blockade. According to Andres Gomez, director of the Areito group, the Presbyterian
and Methodist churches in the US have also demanded an end to the trade and economic sanctions
imposed on Cuba in 1961. April 9: Radio Habana Cuba reported that Ricardo Alarcon, Cuban
ambassador at the UN, submitted a formal protest against the US government's "radio-electronic
war" in violation of Cuban sovereignty. Alarcon said Radio Marti and TV Marti broadcasts into
Cuba violate international conventions on regulating broadcast frequencies. April 13: The Cuban
Foreign Ministry reported that the US attempted interference with domestic broadcasts via TV
Marti transmissions twice during a 30-day period. The ministry said the TV Marti broadcasts were
immediately scrambled by government technicians. April 14: Radio Rebelde quoted Carlos Aldana,
Cuban Communist Party (PCC) ideology chief, as saying that the Cuban media should provide
more information, solidly reflecting and defending the perspectives of the Cuban government. He
said that the government suffers a political defeat every time Cubans learn of news relating to the
island from "the enemy media" instead of government-run newspapers, radio and TV. According to
Aldana, "It's a question of making our own focus, the perspectives with which we view things, more
solid and convincing so [Cubans] can shut out any confusion and manipulation." [Sources: Inter
Press Service, 04/03/92; Associated Press, 04/08/92; Spanish news service EFE, 04/08/92, 04/13/92;
Prensa Latina (Cuba), 04/14/92; Washington Post, 04/16/92; Agence France-Presse, 04/08/92,
04/09/92, 04/13/92; Reuter, 04/13/92, 04/14/92, 04/17/92; Notimex, 04/07/92, 04/09/92, 04/14/92,
04/16/92]
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